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Recreational Reading Rage
Betty McNett
Clymore Elementary, Augusta

— GRANT AWARD —
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Our mission

		
Valley Alliance for Education is a regional
partnership of employers, educators and community volunteers
established to promote excellence in the public schools,
		
which will result in an improved quality of
				
life and economic prosperity
					in the region.

 Like us on Facebook!

Your support counts. See what we’re up to
and share our stories.

 Thank your Teachers for all they do!

Patrons
($100-249)
Augusta Audiology
Jeff and Julia Crist

Friends
(up to $99)
Rick Chittum
Stuart and Nina Crow
Carolyn Dull
Rusty and Jackie Flesher
Michael and Donna Hamp
Jim and Sharon Killen
Jenna Konizer
Don and Carole Landes
Joe and Liz McCue
Walt and Margie Obenschain
Thomas and Claudia Oneill
John and Karen Peterson
Sam and Patty Phillips
Danny and Debbie Ray
Teri Sumey

 Show this Newsletter to a neighbor

Sponsors
($250-499)
John and Ruth Anderson
Geo R. and Evelyn W. Brothers
Charitable Trust, Bank of
America
Robert and Kathleen Gunther
David and Ann Leatherwood
Carl and Cheryl Rosberg
John Swett

 Engage in VAE planning for the future of our children

In

 Tell your friends about VAE
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Sustainers
($500-999)
Bruce and Nancy Bowman
Rob and Deborah Cale
Hershey Chocolate of VA, Inc.
McKee Foods
Staunton Elks Lodge #351
Waynesboro Kiwanis Club

Imagine Innovate Inspire

Justice and Mrs. George M.
Cochran, Cochran Family
Foundation
Robin and Cathy Crowder
John and Patrice Davis
Grand Home Furnishings
Jim and Shirley Gillespie
Carl and Arnesa Lind
Harry and Melanie Lunsford
McClung Companies
Randy and M.J Robertson (In Honor
of Larry Hull)
Charles and Anne Salembier
Fonda Sundeen
Steve and Dori Walk
Rick Wampler
Hugh and Connie Westfall
Richard and Sue Whitesell

 Sponsor a Creative Classroom Grant

Benefactors
($1,000+)
Augusta County
Cadence, Inc.
Community Foundation’s Dawbarn
Estate II Fund
Jim and Pam Huggins
NTELOS
Wharton Aldhizer & Weaver, PLC

Valley Alliance for Education

(June 2014 – April 2015)

“Ways to Help”

Honor Roll of Donors 2014 – 2015

You already know our
mission, and you probably
also know that 25 years
and more than $540,000
later, VAE continues to
energize and improve our
community by bringing
together individuals,
businesses, organizations,
and educators to enhance public education.
We witness the proof first hand in our
quarterly meetings. Creative Classroom Grant
recipients from the previous year often join
us to demonstrate and discuss how grants are
being used and how important they are to the
overall learning process. There is a wide array
of ages and grade levels represented, and grants
vary from technology to the arts to reading and
writing basics. Recently, we also heard from a
mentorship program participant, and what a
difference the program has made in preparing
for higher education. In every case, we get to
witness and be inspired by the importance of
what we are collectively doing. VAE is making
a difference, and we couldn’t do it without our
business partners and individual donors.
It’s hard to believe we’re approaching the
end of another school year, and of course,
spring brings with it another cycle of Creative
Classroom Grant opportunities. Despite efforts
to raise VAE awareness, our overall funding is
down nearly $5,000 compared to our annual
budget and we need nearly $12,000 to build a
self-sustaining cash position that will allow us
to continue funding approximately $30,000
in Creative Classroom Grants this year and
next. It’s been an exciting year, and thanks
to our many donors and volunteers, we have
successfully continued the facilitation of a
committee board structure, launched a social
media presence via Facebook, and reconfigured
the web site to take donations. Nonetheless,
public education budgets continue to be

challenged and the need for supplemental
grants has never been greater. May I ask is that
you consider our mantra of Imagine, Innovate,
Inspire, and Invest, with particular emphasis on
the latter.
You are invited to join us. Please consider
investing your time, talents, and resources to
further our mission. Here’s some easy ways to
participate:
 Volunteer your time or business. There are
slots available for new board members. Join
us, or nominate a friend or colleague.
 Make an individual or business donation.
Don’t wait for year-end tax time, donate now
and put your dollars to work right away. Send
a check, or make a donation via the website.
Your contribution of any size will make a
difference!
 Sponsor a Creative Classroom Grant. Several
business partners have sponsored a Creative
Classroom Grant, an average of just $1,200.
What a great, easy, and visible way to give
back to our community!
 Like us on Facebook. We’re at nearly a 100
likes, but this one is a no-brainer. We can
do so many more, and this helps effectively
spread the word without expense!
 Tell a friend what VAE is all about. Mention
us at your next business lunch, PTO or sports
club meeting, or simply tell a neighbor. More
people need to know about our mission and
the good that VAE is doing.
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Thanks to all of those that make VAE a
special organization, especially the educational
leaders, our many donors and business partners,
and an active board. A team of more than
18 volunteers are involved in the Creative
Classroom Grants process even as we speak!
Let’s finish our year strong, and continue
making a difference. Contact us, or visit the web
site, if you want to learn more about VAE.
—Rob Cale, VAE President

Donations can now
be made via PayPal
at www.vaeva.org!

Classroom grant reviewers

VAE wishes to thank Greg Godsey!

Valley Alliance for Education would like to thank the following community
members for helping review and evaluate the 2015-16 Creative Classroom Grant
applications. Applications are now being reviewed and will be
submitted for final approval by the end of May.

Greg Godsey is the only active charter member of Valley
Alliance for Education. Greg and other community
members started VAE in 1989 for the purpose of promoting
public school education in Augusta County, Staunton and
Waynesboro. Greg is the Senior Vice President, Commercial
Market Executive for Union Bank & Trust. He has served as
Treasurer on the VAE Board for more than a decade. As Greg
prepares to hand over his title, we wanted to thank him for
the countless hours and his dedication to VAE. Greg and his
wife Lisa live in Fishersville and have two daughters.
Greg Godsey

Susan Arritt
Terry Boyle
Ken Boward
Nancy Bowman
Jenny Carter
Jenny Groh

Jackie Kurtz
Mary Louise Leake
Bud Levin
Jane Lobb
Tom Lundquist
Donna Moyer

Ann Peltier
Susan Polly
Lisa Shifflett
Minnie Stevenson
Teri Sumey
Jeremy Taylor

VAE annual reception
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Valley Alliance for Education is a 501(c) (3) non-profit, charitable
organization; all gifts are tax-deductible. Please consider investing with a
gift of money or stock as your investment is critical to continue funding
our creative classroom grants and general operations of the organization.

— BOARD MEETING —

Valley Alliance for Education Board of Directors and Advisory Committee
members met March 26th at Westwood Hills Elementary school. Thank you
Waynesboro City Schools for hosting this meeting!

Please use the enclosed envelope
to make your investment in
the future of our students and
community!
— GRANT AWARD —

Ukulele–Wow! It’s a String Thing!
Joan Kenney
Clymore Elementary, Augusta

VAE welcomes new treasurer
President Rob Cale presenting 2014-15 CCG and Teacher of the Year
awards on August 12, 2014 at the BRCC Plecker Workforce Center.

Upcoming
reception

Dedicated teaching staff discussing lesson
plans at the annual reception.

Valley Alliance for Education
2015-16 Annual Reception
honoring Creative Classroom
Grant recipients and Teachers of
the Year, is scheduled for August
11, 2015. Thank you BRCC
for your continued support of
VAE and the use of the Plecker
Workforce Center facility.

VAE welcomes Laura Baker as its new treasurer. Laura
worked in the accounting department at NTELOS/Lumos
Networks for over 12 years prior to leaving to be a stay-athome mom in December 2012.
Prior to leaving Lumos Laura served as the Director of
External Reporting. She attended Virginia Tech and graduated
with a BS in Accounting in 1999. Laura is actively involved
in the community, currently serving as treasurer of the
Laura Baker
Wilson Elementary PTA, as well as on the boards of Noah’s
Ark Preschool and the neighborhood association in Teaverton. She is also actively
involved in her church, Fishersville United Methodist, particularly in the area of
children’s programming and mission trips.
She enjoys time with her family, reading and playing sports. Laura and her husband
live in Augusta County and have two young boys.
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Pictured above, Lea Farrish and Erin Hagedorn, both teachers are VAE
2014-15 Creative Classroom Grant recipients. Lea shared her project
“Making Learning Stick” and Erin shared with the Board how her project
“ipad, iplay, ipass” had impacted her students. Both Lea and Erin are teachers
at Kate Collins Middle School.

Want to learn more about VAE?
Our next meeting will be hosted by
Cadence Inc., May 28, 2015, 7:00am.
Please contact VAE at 943-0029 for
more details.

