Congratulations to the Creative Classroom Grant Winners

For 2007-2008

Alcoa Foundation Grants

Edwards
Paige
Augusta
Wilson Middle School
$2,300.00
Shinaberry
Amanda
Augusta
Buffalo Gap High
$2,750.00
Shreckhise
Susie
Augusta
Clymore Elementary
$1,759.00
Fawcett-Adams
Vicki
Regional
Commonwealth Center for Children and Adolescents
$1,992.00
Lucas
Dee Anne
Staunton
Dixon Elementary
$2,888.80
Rueff
Leslie
Waynesboro
Westwood Hills Elementary
$2,000.00
Skeens
Jessica and
Waynesboro
Wenonah Elementary
$1,900.00

      Lera
      Kay


Target Foundation Grants

Bragg
Anne
Augusta
Westwood Hills Elementary
$975.00

Keith
Kristy
Augusta
Craigsville Elementary
$958.50

Thrower
Kelly
Waynesboro
Westwood Hills Elementary
$515.00

Open Category Grants

Byrd
Cheryl
Augusta
Cassell Elementary
$1,000.00

Derstine
Rhoda
Augusta
Beverley Manor Elementary
$770.35

Heizer
Lee Ann
Augusta
Stuarts Draft Elementary
$471.66

Lovell
Edward
Augusta
Wilson Middle
$900.00

Morgan
Diane
Augusta
Stewart Middle
$895.00

Quigley
Kathy
Augusta
Riverheads High
$524.30

Williams
Elizabeth
Augusta
Fort Defiance High
$996.00

Moore
Tanya
Regional
Commonwealth Center for Children and Adolescents
$223.00

Hussey
Brandy
Staunton
Shelburne Middle
$1,000.00

Morris
Jennifer
Staunton
Shelburne Middle
$1,000.00

Pollak
Michelle
Staunton
Lee High
$600.00

Avoli-Miller
Katy
Staunton
Lee High
$863.00

Baker
Margaret
Waynesboro
Berkeley Glenn Elementary
$822.79

Baker
Margaret
Waynesboro
Berkeley Glenn Elementary
$452.35
Boling
Katherine
Waynesboro
Berkeley Glenn Elementary
$900.00

Crumley
Susan
Waynesboro
Westwood Hills Elementary
$1,000.00

Davis
Veronica
Waynesboro
Waynesboro High
$826.00

Donnelly
Candace
Waynesboro
Waynesboro High
$321.80

Eutsler
Angela and
Waynesboro
Westwood Hills Elementary
$677.60
      Reuff
      Leslie
Evans
Lindsay
Waynesboro
Berkeley Glenn Elementary
$455.00

Frank
Jenna
Waynesboro
Berkeley Glenn Elementary
$1,300.00

Frank
Jenna
Waynesboro
Berkeley Glenn Elementary
$1,000.00

Frank
Jenna
Waynesboro
William Perry Elementary
$1,000.00

Rueff
Leslie
Waynesboro
Westwood Hills Elementary
$500.00

Valley Alliance for Education – Creative Classroom Grants for 2007

	Type
	Last Name
	First Name
	Div.
	School 
	Award
	Title

	Alcoa
	Edwards
	Paige
	A
	Wilson Middle School
	$2,300.00
	Music Technology: Composition and Performance

	Alcoa
	Fawcett-Adams
	Vicki
	R
	Commonwealth Center for Children and Adolescents
	$1,992.00
	Science Podcasting Videos for Individualized Instruction

	Alcoa
	Lucas
	Dee Anne
	S
	Dixon Elementary
	$2,888.80
	Field of View

	Alcoa
	Rueff
	Leslie
	W
	Westwood Hills Elementary
	$2,000.00
	From Shakespeare to Snicket

	Alcoa
	Shinaberry
	Amanda
	A
	Buffalo Gap High
	$2,750.00
	Career Quest: So Easy a High School Student Can Do It

	Alcoa
	Shreckhise
	Susie
	A
	Clymore Elementary
	$1,759.00
	Explore e-Learning with Gizmos!

	Alcoa
	Skeens and
      Lera
	Jessica and
    Kay
	W
	 Wenonah Elementary
	$1,900.00
	iPod…iCreate, iLearn

	Target
	Bragg
	Anne
	W
	Wilson Elementary
	$975.00
	Toolkits for Readers under Construction

	Target
	Keith
	Kristy
	A
	Craigsville Elementary
	$958.50
	"Alphafriends" Bringing Phonemic Awareness and Phonics to Life!

	Target
	Thrower
	Kelly
	W
	Westwood Hills Elementary
	$515.00
	Is That a fact? Building Understanding of Content Areas through Informational Texts for English Language Learners

	Open
	Avoli-Miller
	Katy
	S
	Lee High
	$863.00
	Movies for a Lifetime

	Open
	Baker
	Margaret
	W
	Berkeley Glenn Elementary
	$452.35
	History: We're Out of the Textbook Now!

	Open
	Baker
	Margaret
	W
	Berkeley Glenn Elementary
	$822.79
	A Tisket, a Tasket: There's Money in the Basket

	Open
	Boling
	Katherine
	W
	Berkeley Glenn Elementary
	$900.00
	Ukulele Crew

	Open
	Byrd
	Cheryl
	A
	Cassell Elementary
	$1,000.00
	Time Warp Journey

	Open
	Crumley
	Susan
	W
	Westwood Hills Elementary
	$1,000.00
	Classics from Yesterday Enriching Tomorrow

	Open
	Davis
	Veronica
	W
	Waynesboro High
	$826.00
	RESPECT - This Is How We Do It

	Open
	Derstine
	Rhoda
	A
	Beverley Manor Elementary
	$770.35
	More Famous Leaders for Young Readers!

	Open
	Donnelly
	Candace
	W
	Waynesboro High
	$321.80
	Food Portions - One Size Doesn't Fit All

	Open
	Eutsler
	Angela
	W
	Westwood Hills Elementary
	$677.60
	The Classroom Melting Pot

	Open
	Evans
	Lindsay
	W
	Berkeley Glenn Elementary
	$455.00
	Cocoon

	Open
	Frank
	Jenna
	W
	Berkeley Glenn Elementary
	$1,300.00
	Our Planet in Peril

	Type
	Last Name
	First Name
	Div.
	School 
	Award
	Title

	Open
	Frank
	Jenna
	W
	Berkeley Glenn Elementary
	$1,000.00
	Magnetize Me

	Open
	Frank
	Jenna
	W
	William Perry Elementary
	$1,000.00
	A Journey around the World

	Open
	Heizer
	Lee Ann
	A
	Stuarts Draft Elementary
	$471.66
	Build Your Body, Boost Your Brain

	Open
	Hussey
	Brandy
	S
	Shelburne Middle
	$1,000.00
	Bluford Book Bonanza

	Open
	Lovell
	Edward
	A
	Wilson Middle
	$900.00
	Instant Assessment - My answer is…

	Open
	Moore
	Tanya
	R
	Commonwealth Center for Children and Adolescents
	$223.00
	Bringing the Outside in

	Open
	Morgan
	Diane
	A
	Stewart Middle
	$895.00
	SOL Bowl

	Open
	Morris
	Jennifer
	S
	Shelburne Middle
	$1,000.00
	Battle of the Books

	Open
	Pollak
	Michelle
	S
	Lee High
	$600.00
	Reflections of Life in the Classroom

	Open
	Quigley
	Kathy
	A
	Riverheads High
	$524.30
	Hands-on History and Science

	Open
	Rueff
	Leslie
	W
	Westwood Hills Elementary
	$500.00
	It's in the News!

	Open
	Williams
	Elizabeth
	A
	Fort Defiance High
	$996.00
	Horses are Awesome


Alcoa Foundation Grant Award Winners
These grant awards were made possible by a generous grant from the Alcoa Foundation to 

the Valley Alliance for Education.

1. Page Edwards
Wilson Middle School
Amount of Grant: $2,300.00

Serving: 200 Students
“Music Technology: Composition and Performance”

This project will enable students to compose, perform, program, record and mix music directly with a classroom computer.  Music technology greatly expands the creative capabilities of all musicians – singers and instrumentalists alike.  New technology will make it possible for students to listen to their individual works, discuss and critique them as a class, and to make changes easily with immediate results.
2. Vicki Fawcett-Adams 
Commonwealth Center for Children 


and Adolescents
Amount of Grant: $1,992.00

Serving: 550 Students
“Science Podcasting Videos for Individualized Instruction”

Videos have long been used for classroom instruction as supplemental resources. Access to free educational videos will allow teachers to reach students with different abilities and at different levels in their learning.  This grant will enable individualized instruction that is student-centered, subject-specific and aligned to state standards using the iPod.  Students will be able to work in a self-paced, visually and acoustically captivating environment using technology with which they are already familiar.
3. Dee Anne H. Lucas 
Thomas Dixon Elementary School
Amount of Grant: $2,888.80

Serving: 100 Students
“Field of View"

This grant will allow us to replenish microscopes in the science department of our school.  We want our students to get hands-on experience with technology while learning and improving science SOL scores.  We will purchase ten (10) lighted student microscopes and one teacher digital compound microscope, which will enable the teacher to project images on the LCD projector.  We believe this grant will assist all types of learners meet state and national science curriculum goals.
4. Leslie Rueff 
Westwood Hills Elementary School
Amount of Grant: $2,000.00


Serving: 100 Students
“From Shakespeare to Snicket”

This grant pairs recently published, high quality literature with modern classic literature so that above-level students in grades four and five continue to enrich their reading.  In class, students will create interactive projects for their peers about these exciting books based on the books’ themes.
5. Amanda M. Shinaberry 

Buffalo Gap High School 
Amount of Grant: $2,750.00


Serving: 300 Students
“Career Quest: So Easy a High School Student Can Do It!”

The purpose of this grant is to allow students to use technology to easily access information about career planning and to share that information with others in a creative, high-tech presentation.  In learning and presenting about different careers, students will also enhance their research and computer technology skills.
6. Susie Shreckhise 

Clymore Elementary School
Amount of Grant: $1,759.00


Serving: 200 Students
“Explore e-Learning with Gizmos”

This grant is about the “a-ha” moment. The internet site accessed through this grant offers a library of on-line simulations which power inquiry and understanding.  Over 400 award-winning Gizmos on this site will actively engage students in science and math lessons.  Virtual science labs will allow students first-hand experiences as they gain knowledge of Virginia’s math and science SOL.  Using an interactive whiteboard with Gizmos, students will be engaged, enthusiastic learners.
7. Jessica Skeens and Kay Lera 

Wenonah Elementary School
Amount of Grant: $1,900.00


Serving: 40 Students
“iPod…iCreate, iLearn”

This iPod differentiation program will provide students with individualized or differentiated instruction while reinforcing Virginia’s science SOL.  Students will use iPods as a teaching and learning tool that will aid collaborative work, provide supplemental content-centered videos for English Language Learners and students performing below grade level, and enable all students to creatively communicate with each other via podcasts.
Target® Grant Award Winners

These grant awards were made possible by a generous grant from the Target Corporation to 

the Valley Alliance for Education.

8. Anne M. Bragg



Westwood Hills  Elementary School
Amount of Grant: $975.00

Serving: 160 Students
“Toolkits for Readers Under Construction”

This project is a hands-on approach to guide a multilevel group of students through reading strategies.  Brain-based research has shown that children learn when we use a variety of activities and approaches in the literacy experience. This grant will provide children with the opportunity to be on task and engaged in the learning process when given tools needed to predict, connect, visualize, question, determine importance, and understand the author’s purpose.  
9. Kristy Keith 
Craigsville Elementary School
Amount of Grant: $958.50

Serving: 30 Students
“’Alphafriends’: Bringing Phonemic Awareness to Phonics and Life”

This project will help kindergarten students get ready to read.  Phonics and phonemic awareness are critical components to success in reading.  This grant will be used to purchase “Alphafriends” and corresponding materials that supplement the phonics-based program, “Reading Their Way.”
10. Kelly Thrower 
Westwood Hills Elementary School
Amount of Grant: $515.00

Serving: 240 Students
“Is That a Fact? Building Understanding of Content Areas through Informational Texts for English Language Learners"

This project will provide appropriate reading materials for English Language Learners on a variety of topics to build vocabulary, background knowledge, understanding and useful information of content area SOL.  These engaging materials will assist these special learners in becoming more proficient readers and writers of expository text while addressing the SOL in first through third grade.
Open Category Grant Award Winners

These grant awards were made possible through the generosity of all our community donors.

1. Katy Avoli-Miller


 

R. E. Lee High  School
Amount of Grant: $863.00


Serving: 50 Students
“Movies for a Lifetime”

In this new age of fast-paced visual images, students will take the school yearbook to a new level. This year-long project will allow students to incorporate still images and movies into a documentary of the school year.  Students will learn the details of movie production while putting together this film.  The project will support the Photojournalism class but also integrate multiple disciplines.  Students will use literacy and math skills to create the film and will watch historical documentaries to understand the importance of authenticating events.
2. Margaret Baker


 

Berkeley Glenn Elementary School

Amount of Grant: $822.79


Serving: 300 Students
“A Tisket, A Tasket, There’s Money in the Basket”

This project will instruct students in economics education pairing local business leaders and school staff. Local bank employees will come to the school, read a book to each class about money, banking or economics and discuss how it is relevant to the students in everyday life.  The books will coordinate with the grade’s SOL in economics.  School staff members will share additional books and videos based on the standards.  This project will also involve twice yearly “banking days” with local bank employees.
Amount of Grant: $452.35


Serving: 300 Students
“History: We’re Out of the Textbook Now!”

This project will mentor the use of non-textbook material for the Social Studies SOL in the K-5 grades.  Activity material will be purchased that will make textbooks and lectures optional rather than the primary method and source of information for students.  The engaging and student-friendly materials will include action-packed activity books, games, resource materials that include art activities, interactive notebooks, and compelling reading materials.  Not only will these activities enhance social science content knowledge, they will improve language arts skills as well.
3. Katherine Boling


 

Berkeley Glenn Elementary School

Amount of Grant: $900.00


Serving: 200 Students
“Ukulele Crew”
This project will provide a wonderful and exciting way to teach students how to hear, respond to and read music.  Giving students the opportunity to learn a string instrument can help them build confidence as musicians, strengthen their hand-eye coordination and learn to read music as well as lyrics.  Students will also learn the ukulele’s origin and Hawaiian culture.  
4. Cheryl Byrd


 

Hugh K. Cassell Elementary School
Amount of Grant: $1,000.00


Serving: 20 Students
“Time Warp Journey”

Taking a step back in time or forward into the future could be one of the most fascinating experiences of anyone’s life.  Imagine students’ taking action-packed adventures with three young literary characters their age. Traveling to distant lands such as Egypt, Rome and Greece and learning about different languages and cultures would be only part of the adventure.  After escaping into a time-warped journey in a text, the students come back to the future and use newly-found experiences to make real-life connections through peer book club discussions and hands-on literary activities. 

5. Susan Crumley


 

Westwood Hills Elementary School
Amount of Grant: $1,000.00


Serving: 50 Students
“Classics from Yesterday Enriching Tomorrow!”

Many outstanding readers have discovered a genre of comfort and read voraciously but narrowly within that theme, plot and setting of familiarity.  The classics of yesterday are all but forgotten except through the pens of artists for Disney.  It is the goal of this project to provide deeply challenging enrichment opportunities that reach back in to the rich, widely diverse children’s classics from the past for advanced readers in fourth and fifth grades.
6. Veronica Davis




Waynesboro High School
Amount of Grant: $826.00


Serving: 250 Students
“R.E.S.P.E.C.T.- This is How We Do It!”
This project will develop a process of organizing and training students, faculty and the community in dialogue and activities using the “train the trainer” model.  Ghandi said, “we must be the change we wish to see in the world.”  We can all become “change agents” in this school-wide process.  This project will provide the framework for creating an approach to developing a culture where RESPECT is more than a song, where safety is not the major concern during the school day, and acceptance of others, both students and teachers, is a celebration, not intimidation.
7. Rhoda Derstine


 

Beverley Manor Elementary School
Amount of Grant: $770.35


Serving: 125 Students
“More Famous Leaders for Young Readers!”

Biographies give factual information on historical and contemporary figures, bring history to life and introduce children to positive role models from the past and present.  According to the International Reading Association, the majority of the reading passages in our SOL tests are nonfiction selections; therefore, it is imperative that our children have successful experiences with nonfiction beyond the textbook.
8. Candace Donnelly

 

Waynesboro High School
Amount of Grant: $321.80


Serving: 120 Students
“Food Portions – One Size Doesn’t Fit All”
Students come in all shapes and sizes and many come from homes where no one pays attention to the latest nutritional information or the obesity epidemic. This grant will help students understand the consequences of their food choices on general health and wellness.    

9. Angela Eutsler and Leslie Rueff
 

Westwood Hills Elementary School
Amount of Grant: $677.60


Serving: 150 Students
“The Classroom Melting Pot”
This project will provide multicultural literature for students in grades four and five.  A selection of authentic, high quality literature will be compiled to represent the diverse cultures within our student population.  Students will complete and display projects that will heighten the entire school’s awareness of multiculturalism.
10. Lindsay Evans




Berkeley Glenn Elementary School
Amount of Grant: $455.00


Serving: 380 Students
“Cocoon”

Nature and its many functions have long been a source of inspiration to artists, musicians, scientists and others.  Schools frequently link education disciplines to the environment.  This project will enable young students the opportunity to take part in the creation and placement of ecological art installations on the school’s campus. “Cocoons” of handmade biodegradable paper embedded with wildflower seeds will decompose, allowing students to observe natural processes that take place as the art becomes nature.
11. Jenna Frank


 

Berkeley Glenn Elementary School
Amount of Grant: $1,000.00


Serving: 180 Students
“Magnetize Me”
This project will allow students experiences that teach and reinforce Virginia’s SOL related to magnetic forces via scientific inquiry.  Through hands-on experimentation, students will read, compare and contrast and investigate numerous principles of physical science including friction, gravitational forces and magnetism.
Amount of Grant: $1,300.00


Serving: 150 Students
“Our Planet in Peril”
This project will allow students experiences that teach and reinforce Virginia’s SOL related to ecology and the conservation of natural resources via scientific inquiry.  Through hands-on experimentation, students will read, compare and contrast, monitor change and practice real-world conservation, preservation and restoration.

Jenna Frank


 

William Perry School
Amount of Grant: $1,000.00


Serving: 150 Students
“A Journey around the World”
12. Lee Ann Heizer




Stuarts Draft Elementary School
Amount of Grant: $471.66


Serving: 100 Students
“Build Your Body, Boost Your Brain”

This project will use music and aerobic fitness routines to bring physical activity to the academic classroom.  Before and after periods of focused concentration for learning, music and teacher-led physical activity will serve as additional fitness minutes during the instructional day.  Students will be more alert and ready to proceed with on-task instruction following these structured minutes of movement.  Reading the biographies of successful sports figures will link fitness to achievement.
13. Brandy Hussey


 

Shelburne Middle School
Amount of Grant: $1,000.00


Serving: 225 Students
“Buford Book Bonanza”

Students will receive a new book each month from the Buford series. Different community leaders will visit language arts classrooms to hand out the books, emphasizing the importance of reading as a life-long avocation.
14. Ed Lovell





Wilson Middle School
Amount of Grant: $900.00


Serving: 165 Students
“Instant Assessment: My Answer Is…”

This project will provide an instant assessment tool for classes preparing for the SOL tests.  Turning Point software and Student Response cards create a wireless audience response and voting system that will enable me to administer real-time assessments within existing presentation software in the classroom.  This system can identify and confirm student understanding, increase student attentiveness, and gather, rank and report information that can be used to help students meet SOL goals.
15. Tanya Moore




Commonwealth Center for Children 






and Adolescents
Amount of Grant: $223.00


Serving: 200 Students
“Bringing the Outside In”

This unit of study is designed to help students recognize, explore, honor and celebrate our connections to the earth while reinforcing the SOL related to all sciences, history and language arts.  Students will make connections with elements in nature while participating in indoor activities.  Simplicity is the key – there will be no need to travel with the materials purchased through this grant.  Students will remember that “Every Day is Earth Day.”
16. Diane Morgan




Stewart Middle School


Amount of Grant: $895.00


Serving: 225 Students
“SOL Bowl”

This interdisciplinary challenge will engage students in an on-going review of Virginia’s SOL content for all core subjects.  Student teams will participate in classroom contests focusing on SOL essential knowledge.  The response system purchased with this grant will allow students to respond privately to questions and have responses displayed anonymously.  The game format will provide an engaging and motivating way for students to learn required content.  The final contest, SOL Bowl, will involve the entire sixth grade.
17. Jennifer Morris




Shelburne Middle School


Amount of Grant: $1,000.00


Serving: 680 Students
“Battle of the Books”

Students will compete in a school-wide “battle of the books” to foster reading among all students.  The event will kick off at the beginning of the year with a presentation of 20 different books and a read-a-thon after school.  Students will read as many as possible and classes will compete for the “Book Battle” title throughout the spring.
18. Michelle Louise Pollak



R. E. Lee High School


Amount of Grant: $600.00


Serving: 300 Students
“Reflections of Life in the Classroom”

This grant will create an innovative classroom with a highly interactive educational environment.  The goal is to provide daily opportunities for students to be actively involved in acquiring knowledge while allowing the teacher to give immediate feedback along with many exciting, visual learning opportunities.
19. Kathy Quigley




Riverheads High School

Amount of Grant: $524.30


Serving: 40 Students
“Hands-on History and Science”

This project will provide access to science and social studies topics of age-appropriate interest within a high needs classroom. Students will have access to the general education curriculum while relating the objectives to functional life skills.
20. Leslie Rueff


Westwood Hills Elementary School

Amount of Grant: $500.00


Serving: 80 Students
“It’s in the News”

This project will foster a love of reading in all children based on previous classroom experiences with the materials that will be purchased through this grant. These materials will provide short texts of interest to students that will build their reading fluency. They will also provide teachers with passages that can be used to make practice SOL tests.
21. Elizabeth Williams



Fort Defiance High School

Amount of Grant: $996.00


Serving: 40 Students
“Horses Are Awesome”

Equine science is one of the fastest growing agricultural disciplines. This grant will provide two horse learning laboratory kits and a supplemental kit.  Each lab kit contains twelve independent, self-paced activities related to equine anatomy, reproduction, health, breed identification and training. 
