Alcoa Foundation Grant Award Winners
These grant awards were made possible by a generous grant from the Alcoa Foundation to 

the Valley Alliance for Education.

1. Christine Appl-Walsh 
Ladd Elementary
Amount of Grant: $1511

Serving: 330 Students
“Taking the Second Step”

This grant money will be used to complete the implementation of the Second Step© program at our school.  It will allow the classroom teachers to teach behavior skills in a systematic and comprehensive manner.  Students will improve their skills in impulse control, empathy, and problem solving by role play, discussion and immediate feedback from the classroom teachers.  The materials purchased through the grant will provide each teacher with easy access to the Second Step curriculum material.  This will reinforce the topics taught by the school counselor by expanding the practice into the student’s daily interactions.

2. Tessa Buchanan 
Riverheads Elementary
Amount of Grant: $2000

Serving: 20 Students
“Remediation + Technology = Success”

Technology will be integrated into tutoring sessions and regular classroom instruction through the use of a SmartBoard®, LCD projector, and websites designed to improve literacy.  Remedial students will interact with the technology to become more involved with their efforts to master the SOLs.  An emphasis will be placed upon using the technology with our "Earlybird" remedial program, which meets prior to the regular opening of school four days each week.

3. Jenna Frank 
Berkeley Glenn Elementary
Amount of Grant: $2013

Serving: 200 Students
“It's a "GEO-WORLD"
4. Joan Kenney 
Clymore Elementary
Amount of Grant: $1443

Serving: 700 Students
“"Making Tracks:" An innovative way to create music connections”

"Making Tracks" will provide children with creative, imaginative learning tools to practice their skills, expand their knowledge, and explore their creativity in music.  The students will receive instruction on writing a musical composition, creating digital images (movie, photos, recordings) of classroom activities and performances, connecting to a website that provides rehearsal tracks for home practice, and investigating music connections to art, cultures, languages, geographic regions and/or history.  

5. Beverly Miller 
Wilson Memorial High
Amount of Grant: $1633

Serving: 200 Students
“Endless Possibilities”

The main goal of this project is to provide students the opportunity to establish an entrepreneurship that focuses on collaborating with community businesses and human service organizations to produce products made from recycled clothing---at the same time of reviving an American heritage traditional art form--weaving and fiber arts.  From the purchase of a floor loom, students will create woven products from recycled clothing and sell these goods with a percentage of sales going to assist and support some of the human service organizations within the community.

6. Tina Purdy 
Bessie Weller Elementary
Amount of Grant: $1500

Serving: 240 Students
“Fired Up for Learning”

The purpose of this grant is to purchase the equipment needed to operate the school's kiln. This equipment will allow all of the students in kindergarten through fifth grade to immerse themselves in past cultures as they discover how art tells about who we are and about those who came before us. By creating clay pieces from start to finish, students will get fired up for learning!

7. Laura Stump 
Stuarts Draft High
Amount of Grant: $2400

Serving: 100 Students
“Lights, Camera… Parlez-vous francais?”

This project will allow French students to use a digital camcorder and multimedia projector to record and view oral presentations in French ranging from simple skits and weather reports to more complex fashion shows, interviews, newscasts and commercials. Students will also exchange “video letters” with students in French-speaking countries in which they describe themselves, their school, their community and their opinions about current events. These recordings can be stored so that each student will have a video portfolio to take home on a CD at the end of his or her foreign language studies.

8. Eliese Zawacki 
Shelburne Middle
Amount of Grant: $2500

Serving: 120 Students
“Let's Get Smart!”

This grant will incorporate the SMART Board technologies into our school. It is our goal to make our students active participants in their own education, to make learning fun, interactive, and exciting so that they learn more effectively.  To assess the measurable success of this tool, we will be implementing a longitudinal study.  It is our belief that the SMART Board will meet the differentiated needs for our students and with this technology in our classroom will advance accountability and ultimately provide for a better education.

