Alcoa Foundation Grant Award Winners
These grant awards were made possible by a generous grant from the Alcoa Foundation to 

the Valley Alliance for Education.

1. Tina Dolfi 
Riverheads Elementary School
Amount of Grant: $2315

Serving: 100 Students
“Writing: A 21st Century approach to publishing”

In this project, students will create written and electronic books based on photos taken of agricultural life in our community. Through collaboration with college students that will include video conferencing, editing of students’ work and other technology assistance, fifth graders will write a story using the photos taken on a field trip to a local farm. Once the stories are written (using computers/ digital pictures) and the books are made, students will hold a book reading and share their published work at a local library.

2. April East 
Clymore Elementary School
Amount of Grant: $1445

Serving: 24 Students
“Better Learning Through Listening”

This grant will allow students in elementary school grades with reading disabilities to have access to textbooks on CDs. The grant items purchased will allow students who have difficulty learning when reading is required to listen to the same information being read by non-disabled peers to facilitate better learning.

3. Jenna Frank 
Berkeley Glenn Elementary School
Amount of Grant: $2749

Serving: 200 Students
“We are all one: Exploring cultures"

This multicultural unit of study is designed to help students foster an appreciation for the history and culture of many countries as they examine their heritage. Through reading, researching, art and writing, students reinforce a vast number of Virginia SOLs related to multicultural study. A comparison of authors’ styles of writing and techniques used in their illustrations help students uncover hidden talents within themselves; perhaps linked to the heritage from which they emerge.

4. Beverly Harmon and Edna Zaccaria 
Churchville Elementary School
Amount of Grant: $2890


Serving: 75 Students
“Changes before our eyes: Investigations”

This is a grant which brings water, plants, bugs, video, superior interactive websites, books, digital imaging and other computer applications to our children’s fingertips and eyes.  Many science investigations require an undisturbed area in which the process can unfold.  The vehicle for this process is a resource room equipped with a digital still camera, a mounted presenter, interactive school pad, stationary tables as well as various other technologies.  This grant has been designed to have a multifaceted impact on our students’ learning and to assist our teachers in diversifying their instructional styles. 
5. Keith Lucas 

Stewart Middle School 
Amount of Grant: $2999


Serving: 63 Students
“A Pod-ful of education”

In an age of multimedia, today’s student often finds the classroom a microcosm within itself, separated from real world thoughts, ideas, problems, and solutions. Many students crave knowledge and have naturally inquiring minds; while others see school as a place that topics and concepts discussed have no relevancy to their lives. This grant will assist auditory learners, provide avenues for remediation, make content “personalized” for classes, expose broader ranges of content, and engage the different learning styles of the school population. A Pod Full of Education will integrate video I-pods into the classroom, helping to make learning mobile, relevant, and unique.
6. Beverly Roach 

Churchville Elementary School
Amount of Grant: $2602


Serving: 50 Students
“Dialing success through wires”

This grant will provide a child-friendly interactive study of the S.O.L. testing realm.  To empower the students through resourceful hi-tech production and improve test taking skills, the students will undertake an independent study of S.O.L. released items and create their own assessment to comprehend the full circle of standardized tests.  

Open Category Grant Award Winners

These grant awards were made possible through the generosity of our community donors.

1. Margaret Baker


 

Berkeley Glenn Elementary School
Amount of Grant: $227


Serving: 350 Students
“Award Winning Reading”

This wonderful grant allows the purchase of the major award winning books from 2005-2006.  These books will be placed in the library collection for use by the entire school staff.  The students will be exposed to these award winning books both in the library and classroom settings.  Award winning books are rich in content and illustrations, and foster a love of books and reading.

2. Margaret Baker


 

Berkeley Glenn Elementary School

Amount of Grant: $227


Serving: 350 Students
“Book buddies: I can BE the character”

The grant will afford the purchase of books and plush dolls/physical representations that match.  The children will have the opportunity to use the dolls and physical representations (fish, etc.) to retell the stories and/or act out parts of the story that they have read. 
3. Brett Chafin


 

Wenonah Elementary School

Amount of Grant: $1118


Serving: 50 Students
“Move for knowledge”
4. Tonya Cleveland


 

Buffalo Gap High School
Amount of Grant: $1000


Serving: 50 Students
“Money-wise citizens”

The main goal of this project is to provide students with the opportunity to make "money-wise" decisions without having to pay the consequences of bad choices.  This simulation will put them in the driver’s seat.  They will choose a career, find a job, relocate, rent an apartment or purchase a house, establish credit, pay their bills, purchase a car, and invest in the stock market.  Will they be successful or will they go back home and live with mom and dad?

5. 
Wanda Cook


 

H. K. Cassell Elementary School
Amount of Grant: $900


Serving: 200 Students
“Celebrate Virginia!”

Teaching history to young students is often done by having them memorize facts that are often too abstract and meaningless to them.  This project offers an integrated and hands-on experience to help master the past and positively influence the futures of our next generation through a design technology approach to teaching the history of Virginia and its related SOL.  Each class will design and create part of a classroom museum which will showcase a special period in Virginia’s history and be open to the “public” in April and May.  This is a truly dynamic way to portray our history and will produce creative, resourceful, and articulate future employees, real life problem solvers, and lifelong learners who use technology to become successful and innovative members of society.  
6. Rhoda Derstine




Beverley Manor Elementary School
Amount of Grant: $995


Serving: 190 Students
“Famous leaders for young readers”
This grant will support a nonfiction reading program for first to third graders focusing on biographies.  Books have been selected based on SOL characters required at each grade level as well as other historical figures of interest to students.  “Famous Be’ans”, historical character dolls, will be displayed with their biographies. As students reach their nonfiction classroom reading contract goals, they will be allowed to take home a “Famous Be’an” with  its biography, have the “Be’an” visit their classroom for one week and will have their picture taken for the Famous Leaders for Young Readers bulletin board!
7. Rhoda Derstine


 

Beverley Manor Elementary School
Amount of Grant: $690


Serving: 125 Students
“Choose to read Virginia!”

This grant will provide one set of paperback Virginia Readers Choice Elementary titles for each 4th and 5th grade class to make it possible for all interested students to participate in the VSRA’s Virginia Readers Choice (VRC) by having books available to circulate within classrooms. VRC encourages young readers to become better acquainted with noteworthy contemporary books with outstanding literary appeal and to then vote for their favorite in March. Teachers may also use the books for classroom read-alouds or integrate in other ways into classroom activities. All participants will be invited to a “Voting Party” finale where they will enjoy refreshments while defending their choice for best book of 2006-7. 

8. Candace Donnelly

 

Waynesboro High School
Amount of Grant: $310


Serving: 120 Students
“Let’s learn what’s new in nutrition”
In 2005, the United States government changed not only the Dietary Guidelines for Americans but also invented a new Food Guide Pyramid.  With all these changes my high school students are confused.  Many continue to make poor food choices daily.  With the materials I will purchase with my VAE grant, I can update my classroom materials.  I will be able to help my students understand how food and exercise affect their daily lives.  We will also study the effects of fast foods and junk foods versus foods that are healthy.  

9. Angela Eustler, Jennie Reaves, and Leslie Reuff

Beverley Manor Elementary School
Amount of Grant: $512


Serving: 160 Students
“My book has a structure?”

This grant is designed for fourth and fifth grade students and will provide text sets of example books of different types of text structures found in both fiction and non-fiction books which correlated with the different units of the school’s adopted reading series.  Teachers can introduce a text structure with a read aloud or students can work cooperatively to explore the targeted text structure.  

10. Jenna Frank


 

Berkeley Glenn Elementary School
Amount of Grant: $1000


Serving: 150 Students
“Dino bones rock!”
This archeological unit of study is designed to allow students experiences that teach and reinforce the Virginia SOLs related to fossils and dinosaurs via scientific inquiry. Students will use reference guides to identify fossils and dinosaurs from various time periods in history. A variety of fossil collections will be available for students to compare, contrast and classify. Students will construct pre-historic dinosaur skeleton models and observe amber samples in a microscope lab. With casting materials students design, create and finish a fossil replica.

11. Jenna Frank


 

William Perry Elementary School
Amount of Grant: $1000


Serving: 180 Students
“Rockin’ geology”
This grant will give students experiences that teach and reinforce the Virginia SOLs related to geology via scientific inquiry. Through hands-on experimentation, students read, observe, compare and contrast, identify and classify rock and minerals, making their experience relevant to their lives. Students are able to experience an exploration lab, mineral testing identification lab, opening geodes lab and a crystal growing lab.

12. Pamela Hammock


 
Wenonah Elementary School
Amount of Grant: $450


Serving: 241 Students
“Historical timeline mural”
Enthusiasm for learning about history and elements of design will be generated through researching and painting a Historical Timeline Mural.  Major historical events, which relate to classroom SOL will be included. Students will research these events and design original artwork to be submitted for consideration. Two designs per grade level will be chosen based on historical detail and elements of art.   Fourth and fifth grade TAG students, as well as selected students from lower grades, will paint the mural. At the completion of the mural, a school wide celebration will be held. This project will have a multi- year benefit to all students since it will remain in the cafeteria for many years and can be added to in the future.

13. Judy Hevener and Sam Alexander

Stuarts Draft High School
Amount of Grant: $700


Serving: 70 Students
“SAT savvy”

This grant will enable up to seventy students preparing to take the SAT in 2006-2007 to access the College Board’s online SAT Preparation Course.  Since the SAT will be administered seven times during 2006-2007, up to ten students will have the opportunity to access the online course before each administration of the test.  When students access the online course, they will be able to take practice tests and receive instruction in dealing with the various verbal and mathematical tasks the SAT will require of them.  As a result of SAT Savvy, up to seventy college-bound eleventh and twelfth grade students who cannot afford to invest in an expensive outside SAT preparation course will be able to enjoy the benefits of such a course in the comfort of their own school.

14. Diane Kester


 

Bessie Weller Elementary School
Amount of Grant: $995


Serving: 50 Students
“Communities around the world”

Kindergarten students will be actively engaged in learning about other communities around the world.  From the different kinds of food to the different folktales, students will learn that children, no matter where they are from, like to do the same things.

15. Vicki King and Yvonne Howdyshell

Beverley Manor Elementary School
Amount of Grant: $1200


Serving: 300 Students
“Picturing the six traits”

The common characteristics of “good” writing are ideas, organization, voice, word choice, sentence fluency, and conventions (mechanics).   The 6-Trait model for teaching and learning writing is a system that removes subjectivity from scoring writing samples and instead makes the process an objective one. The model teaches students to evaluate writing on the basis of weaknesses and strengths and then use that knowledge to write stronger drafts.  Picture books are easily understood, highly visual examples of good writing. Their rich language, rhythm and brevity in conjunction with engaging illustrations make them a natural fit for any classroom. Through the application of the Six-Trait writing process and the art of digital photography, students will create electronic picture books, each of which will demonstrate one of the six traits.  

16. Mary Pat Lane




Stuarts Draft High School
Amount of Grant: $1000


Serving: 11 Students
“Move over Bill Gates”

Our special education students, working towards a Modified Standard Diploma, have the opportunity to take a course called Personal Finance.  One of the units covered in that class deals with starting and running one’s own business, entrepreneurship.  Students engage in learning about the jargon that is associated with business.  They become familiar with terms such as:  going “belly- up”; operating in the black; making a profit; and merging with another company.  Students form companies, choosing partners with whom to go into business.  Then they decide on which product they are interested in marketing by looking through the Oriental Trading Company catalogs and filling out an order form.   When the product arrives, they begin “manufacturing” that product. Each company is required to design a marketing strategy, work on advertisement, develop a commercial, and determine a product cost, taking into consideration overhead, etc. Eventually, each company must sell its product.  All monies, expenditures and receipts are recorded onto spreadsheets. Companies that make a profit will take their earnings and celebrate. It is a unit that takes approximately 4-6 weeks out of the semester at the high school level and students enjoy the prospect of becoming the next Bill Gates. 

17. Tamara Letter




Dixon Elementary



Amount of Grant: $732


Serving: 65 Students
“Camp Fraction: Where fractions are found everywhere”

Welcome to "Camp Fraction" - an innovative unit where campers (students) explore and investigate fractions with authentic hands-on activities.  Each week campers gather to work cooperatively with those in their designated cabin, learning with each other and enhancing their skills.  From making and selling pizza to creating fractional music, campers begin to see that "fractions are found everywhere!"
18. Jennifer Morris




Shelburne Middle School


Amount of Grant: $1000


Serving: 650 Students
“Book Palooza”

Each month the library at Shelburne Middle School will sponsor a Book Palooza, where students who have read the announced book will gather together to have a conversation with other students about the book and eat food which characters from the book ate in the story. The goal of the Paloozas is to build a community of readers by increasing the number of books students read and by targeting our alliterate readers—students who can read but don’t necessarily choose to. Our Book Paloozas have the capacity to touch every student at our school and offer him or her an authentic, powerful experience with a book.

19. Ann Peltier, Mary Beth Early and Susie Shreckhise







Clymore Elementary School


Amount of Grant: $374


Serving: 240 Students
“Spell ‘write’ now”

This grant will allow individual students in grades two and three to access hand-held spell-checkers with a thesaurus option. Students will improve spelling and expand vocabulary choices in their written drafts and final copies. 

20. Jennie Reaves and Leslie Rueff


Westwood Hills Elementary School

Amount of Grant: $739


Serving: 80 Students
“It’s in the news”

This grant will provide fourth grade classrooms with copies of different types of magazines ranging from lower elementary to middle school reading levels. Magazine subjects vary from sports to current events to nature, etc.  Students will “report” as they reread articles aloud for fluency to other classes in other grade levels throughout the school.  Teachers and students will create SOL test-like questions to support comprehension of selected articles.  

21. Jennie Reaves and Leslie Rueff


Westwood Hills Elementary School

Amount of Grant: $912


Serving: 50 Students
“Virginia is for readers!”

This project will continue to provide the means for at risk readers to become engaged in the Virginia Studies curriculum by supplying fiction and nonfiction literature at the student’s reading level.   The books selected for the Virginia is for Readers library vary in subject across the Virginia Studies Standards of Learning for fourth grade.  In addition to daily Virginia Studies lesson, we will implement Virginia is for Readers for our below level students during small group reading (guided reading). 

22. Dr. Mary Ann Stripling



Waynesboro High School

Amount of Grant: $210


Serving: 40 Students
“Learning to cope with grief: Support groups”

At Waynesboro High School, sixteen students have lost one or more parents, while five have lost siblings.  This project involves offering to students who have lost a significant person in their lives the opportunity to be in a support group for eight weeks.  Groups will run in the fall, winter, and spring.  A qualified counselor will lead the groups, and materials will be purchased for each student.  Students will take pre and post surveys to indicate the value of the group, and class grades will be analyzed before and after group participation.  The desired result is that students who understand the grieving process and have the opportunity to share their  experience of grief with others will be better able to cope with the pressures of school during a difficult period.

23. Janine Thompson




Churchville Elementary School

Amount of Grant: $995


Serving: 40 Students
“Speech, language, literacy to go – Amplified!”

This is a renewal grant to meet the growing needs of an immensely popular school to home program designed to promote successful communication skills. It also fosters independent learning through literacy in pre-kindergarten and kindergarten students who receive special education services. Students who are receiving special education services often benefit from increased exposure to appropriate speech and language models. Amplified! will provide double the amount of cloth bags filled with a book, a tape recording of the book, manipulatives (plush characters, puppets, puzzles, objects), tape player, and an activity sheet available for students to take home and share with family members. This endeavor is designed to provide opportunities for students to enhance speech, language, and literacy skills. Materials will be provided to foster opportunities for families to spend time that is rich in literacy and communication skills. 

24. Tom Tweardy and Nancy Alexander

R. E. Lee High School

Amount of Grant: $1300


Serving: 240 Students
“Down to earth science”

25. Elizabeth Williams



Fort Defiance High School

Amount of Grant: $1200


Serving: 125 Students
“Change with Virginia agriculture”

Due to development and changes in traditional production agriculture, this project supports the need for training in the newer areas of agriculture.  Grant funding will provide students enrolled in the newest agriculture class at FDHS, small animal care, with microscopes, testing kits, and lab supplies.  Students will weigh small animals, take and evaluate vital signs and learn to administer medications. 

