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Creative Classroom Grants Awardees
For 2005-2006
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Ware Elementary
1
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2
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4
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4
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5
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5
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5
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5
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5
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5
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5
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6
“Have You Read Any Math Lately?”
6
“Non-Fiction Matters”
6
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Waynesboro High
6
“Experience "Real-Life" Math in the Classroom”
6
“Is This Acceptable?”
6
Joseph Waters 
Shenandoah Valley Juvenile Center
6
“Staunton to the Shore: The Lighthouse Ride of 300 miles”
6
Edna Zaccaria 
Churchville Elementary
7
“Project Gold”
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Linda Bowers 
Wilson Elementary

Amount of Grant: $1000

Serving: 90 Students
“Improving Reading, Writing and Technology Skills through Peer Tutoring”

First and Fourth Grade students will demonstrate the new Virginia Technology Standards of Learning along with appropriate goals of the new Virginia and local technology plans as they work together as peer tutors to create presentations using Microsoft software.  These presentations will be written and shared with other classes using SMARTBoard technology to reinforce reading, writing, and social studies skills.

William Boyd 
Stuarts Draft High

Amount of Grant: $1000

Serving: 80 Students
“"But I Don't Want to Touch:" Preparing an Alternative to Dissection”

This project will provide the alternative dissection process now required by state regulations that allow students to opt out of the actual dissection procedure.  Students will record dissections in an Anatomy and Physiology - Biology II class using a digital video camera.  The recorded images will then be used by students to prepare presentations for other students who choose not to participate in the actual hands on dissection process.  These presentations will include still digital images in which the students can identify and label various parts of the organs or organisms as well as digital video clips in which the dissections can be observed. 

Tonya Cleveland 
Buffalo Gap High

Amount of Grant: $908

Serving: 106 Students
“Character and Workplace Ethics”

This grant will aid in educating students on work and real life ethics. They will complete a pre-evaluation as to what it means to be honest, diligent, caring, fair, responsible, and trustworthy.  Then they will research these key terms and preview several video scenes where young people are put in unethical situations.  We will use our research and communication skills to come up with "ethical" solutions to each situation. I hope the class discussion will aid in real life situations.

Betsy Conyers 
Ware Elementary

Amount of Grant: $725

Serving: 200 Students
“What It Feels Like to Be Me”
This grant is aimed at English-as-a-Second-Language (ESL) students and those native speakers who interact with the ESL students. The grant money will help Staunton City Schools purchase a set of multicultural guided reading books. While native and non-native speakers utilize the books, the ESL students will write essays about "What It Feels Like to Be Me." These essays, along with the multicultural books and tolerance lessons included in the grant program, will be shared with all of the students in the school. The goals of the grant include increasing diversity in the school's reading materials as well as increasing tolerance levels among all ethnic groups represented throughout the school.

Kim Crocker and Russ Laub
Bessie Weller Elementary

Amount of Grant: $1000

Serving: 100 Students
“Ultimate Class Challenge”

"The Ultimate Class Challenge” is an integrated PE and Guidance program designed to give 3rd, 4th and 5th graders opportunities to develop tolerance, sportsmanship, teamwork, perseverance, self-discipline, communication and problem-solving skills among others.  Fifty-one challenges present each class/team with physical, academic, and social tasks that require them to succeed with ALL team members involved.  The program promotes team spirit as well as individual determination to strive for one's best even when faced with difficult circumstances and challenges.  Winners don't make excuses and never quit!!

Emily Curry 
Beverley Manor Elementary

Amount of Grant: $851

Serving: 50 Students
“Bag It and Read It”

This project is aimed toward the three kindergarten classes.  One of the greatest challenges we face is getting the kindergarteners to be ready to learn to read.  Phonemic awareness is critical to success in reading. The grant will be used to purchase “literacy bags” which have activities, manipulatives, and a storybook.  This grant will allow us to present opportunities for students to reinforce the skills learned during the day at home.  Additionally, it will increase parental involvement with the child’s reading experiences.  

Christy Davis 
McSwain Elementary

Amount of Grant: $528

Serving: 20 Students
“Fraction Packed”

The goal of this project is to build a firm foundation in fractions through the use of manipulatives, true to life applications, and problem-solving.  Fourth graders will use concrete fraction models to develop strong mental images that connect with more abstract, symbolic operations with fractions.  An awareness of fractions will be ongoing as opposed to being just another chapter in the math textbook.

Veronica Davis 
Waynesboro High

Amount of Grant: $775

Serving: 150 Students
“Community in the Classroom: Future Connections”

Created as a pilot for establishing a partnership between the school and the community, “Community in the Classroom” will connect students with business leaders of diverse representation from private, civic and commercial enterprises. Students involved in the project will take part in assessments to determine their strengths and challenges, as well as activities to prepare them for their roles as leaders within the school and/or community-at-large. Participants in the project will receive “up close and personal” training as part of this opportunity to practice their leadership skills, and develop the confidence to serve as the business and civic community leaders provide the model for developing effective leadership roles.  

 Jane Dekle 
Ware Elementary

Amount of Grant: $840

Serving: 60 Students
“Digging and Diving for the Write Stuff”
Third, fourth, and fifth grade students at our school will explore the writing process with the assistance and guidance of Alice Leonhardt, an author of children's literature who resides in the Shenandoah Valley.  The author will present some of the motivations behind why writers write, discuss specific types of writing, and cite the necessary components of good writing.  Students will practice prewriting, editing, and revising their own writing pieces, as a response to a selected mystery written by Ms. Leonhardt. 

Candace Donnelly 
Waynesboro High

Amount of Grant: $326

Serving: 110 Students
“The Connection Between Food Choices and Wellness”

This grant focuses on helping my students to understand that the statement "you are what you eat" is true.  The students will analyze the relationship between diet and health.  Using the materials I will purchase with VAE funds, we will study better food choices, being a wiser shopper, and cooking healthier.  
Heather Eberly 
Berkeley Glenn Elementary

Amount of Grant: $543

Serving: 150 Students
“The Goose Is on the Loose”

In this project, Mother Goose and other Nursery Rhymes will be brought out of their "treasure chests" to connect Music and Literacy.  Many young children today are not getting the exposure to these classic rhymes that should never be forgotten.  The Pre-Kindergarten through 1st grade students will have the opportunity to explore these Nursery Rhymes through Music in new and exciting ways.
Amount of Grant: $1000

Serving: 200 Students
“Ringing the Rhythms of Reading”
Students at the Elementary level will incorporate the use of pitched instruments using the Orff-Schulwerk process into the CORE curriculum.  The goal is to show how Music can be the universal language in bringing together all academic areas.  Reading and Writing benchmarks will be the foundation of this project.

Donna Greenmum 
Stump Elementary

Amount of Grant: $693

Serving: 60 Students
“It All Adds Up”

Mathematics is not a spectator sport!  Students will be actively involved in learning using manipulatives.  Abstract math concepts will be introduced and reinforced with manipulatives.  Math class will be fun!

Beverly Harmon 
Churchville Elementary

Amount of Grant: $912

Serving: 180 Students
“Zoom, Zoom… Extra Fuel!”
This is a renewal project designed to promote nonfiction reading and comprehension for our younger readers in first through third grades.   This grant includes nonfiction titles that relate to the children’s reading interests, corresponding Accelerated Reader quizzes, nonfiction reading strategies materials for teachers, as well as incentives for our participating students.

Lee Ann Heizer 
Stuarts Draft Elementary

Amount of Grant: $930

Serving: 200 Students
“From Sheep to Scarf”
This project will provide a hands-on application of a weaving technique that simulates the production of goods by hand.  The economy of colonial Virginia was based largely on agricultural pursuits and until the 1780s relied primarily on bartering as a means to secure goods and services.  Colonists practiced self-sufficiency and produced many of the goods they needed.  The goal of the activity is for the student to turn yarn into a piece of woven fabric using a simple hand loom.  In addition to the hands-on portion of the activity, students will read fiction and non-fiction books related to the colonial economy and see a demonstration of traditional spinning and weaving by a visiting fiber artist.

Sharon Leech 
Westwood Hills Elementary

Amount of Grant: $982

Serving: 450 Students
“Let's Hear It! Supporting a School-Wide Reading Program with a Listening Library”

The facilitated implementation of a lending library of books with audio cassettes and CDs will provide additional reading time and additional support for all students’ reading development.  The listening library collection will contribute to phonemic awareness, decoding ability, vocabulary development, and an increase in comprehension. This will have an impact on the overall reading success of all students in my school.
 Luanne Leonard 
Riverheads Elementary

Amount of Grant: $874

Serving: 86 Students
“Brushy Eye Sore to Instructional Riches”
The project will construct a schoolyard habitat as part of our outdoor classroom. This will provide the setting for hands-on instruction that will strengthen student achievement. One specific lesson that will be taught in the schoolyard habitat is a modified lesson from Project Learning Tree entitled "Planet of Plenty". In this activity, students will test the hypothesis that earth is rich in a variety of life forms. They will observe plots, analyze data, and compile and present a report. The goal is for the students to create an environment that will support a variety of wildlife species.   The outdoor classroom relates to the entire SOL curriculum at all grade levels.
Sarah Miller 
Wilson Memorial High

Amount of Grant: $891

Serving: 700 Students

“Positive Decisions for Teens”

This program will serve students in grades 9 - 12 at all learning levels.  Through 3-models, classroom activities, and school wide projects students will learn better ways to make positive decisions.  The topics to focus on include drugs, drinking, aggressive driving, smoking, and seatbelt safety.

Amount of Grant: $698

Serving: 50 Students

“Art and Literature”
This program will help students with learning disabilities and poor comprehension skills better understand the literature they read.  Projects will connect with a topic through art.  Students will create, draw, paint, and design ideas from the readings.  

Leslie Reuff 
Westwood Hills Elementary

Amount of Grant: $977.6

Serving: 60 Students

“Virginia is for Readers”
This project will provide the means for at risk readers to become engaged in the Virginia Studies curriculum by supplying fiction and nonfiction literature at the student’s reading level.   The books selected for the Virginia is for Readers library vary in subject across the Virginia Studies Standards of Learning for fourth grade.  In addition to daily Virginia Studies lesson, we will implement Virginia is for Readers for our below level students during small group reading (guided reading). 

Janine Runyon and Jennifer Fitzgerald 
Churchville Elementary

Amount of Grant: $800


Serving: 25 Students

“Speech, Language and Literacy to Go!”

This program is designed to promote successful communication skills and foster independent learning through literacy in pre-kindergarten students. Cloth bags filled with a book, a tape recording of the book, manipulatives (plush characters, puppets, puzzles, and objects), tape player, and an activity sheet will be available for students to take home and share with family members. Students will have opportunities to enhance speech, language, and literacy skills. Materials will be provided to foster opportunities for families to spend time that is rich in literacy and communication while facilitating speech and language development.  
Evelyn Steege 
Stump Elementary

Amount of Grant: $873.15

Serving: 355 Students

“Don't Bully Me or Anyone Else”

This grant is to provide the resources for early intervention and prevention of bullying behavior in pre-kindergarten through second graders. Students will be taught how to recognize bullying behaviors, when and to whom to report bullying, several coping strategies, and what to do if they are a witness to bullying. Also students will learn more about tolerance and respect for differences. Students will also learn how to act confidently.
Kelly Thrower 
Westwood Hills Elementary

Amount of Grant: $999.18

Serving: 160 Students

“Have You Read Any Math Lately?”

This grant is designed to use quality math literature to connect reading, writing and mathematics for students in grades three through five.  Multiple copies of math literature books will be used to enhance SOL math units and allow students to connect math to personal experiences.  These books will cover many topics including place value, measurement, combinations, fractions, probability, money, time, problem solving, geometry, estimation and patterns while reinforcing reading, writing and math concepts. 

Amount of Grant: $847.11

Serving: 320 Students

“Non-Fiction Matters”

The Non-Fiction Matters grant will support our schools reading plan by supplying multiple copies of informational text with a range of reading levels to our schools Literacy Center.  This project will allow students to find texts on topics they enjoy while becoming "experts" on science and history SOL topics.  Students are curious about the world around them and the Non-Fiction Matters grant will assist in satisfying that curiosity by providing more nonfiction materials that will be used to integrate social studies, science, reading and writing instruction in many classrooms.  
Mary Jane Kelly Upson 
Waynesboro High

Amount of Grant: $66


Serving: 12 Students

“Experience "Real-Life" Math in the Classroom”

Experience "Real-Life" Math in the Classroom is the "Next Dollar Shopping" program that gives the students a unique way to practice exchanging money and increasing the skill in using the plus one method. The game board provides students the opportunities to identify the next dollar amount needed in purchasing items in "real-world" situations.

Amount of Grant: $76


Serving: 12 Students

“Is This Acceptable?”
This is a Behavior Skills program that is high interest, low level, exciting board game that covers situations that we all are confronted with in our daily lives and are expected to respond in socially acceptable way.  The Behavior Skills program also gives students who do not display behavior problems the opportunity to learn how to handle inappropriate behavior of others.
Joseph Waters 
Shenandoah Valley Juvenile Center

Amount of Grant: $928

Serving: 650 Students

“Staunton to the Shore: The Lighthouse Ride of 300 miles”

Students will be weighed each week and recorded on a weight assessment sheet along with their daily progress in riding the stationary bike per day.  Students will need to ride on the bike at least 5 miles per day.  A running total will be kept by P.E. teacher for each student.  Students who complete the 300 miles on the stationary bike will be awarded a T-shirt which will have stated on the front “Staunton to the Shore: A Lighthouse Ride – 300 miles” with a picture of the Assateague Lighthouse from Chincoteague, Virginia on the front of the T-shirt. 
Edna Zaccaria 
Churchville Elementary

Amount of Grant: $972

Serving: 225 Students

“Project Gold”

This project will provide supplemental reading books for grades K-3.  The titles are all phonetically based decodable books.  Incentives of gold such as gold fish, gold stars and gold ribbons will be used as rewards for reading a book in the series.

